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TABLE 1. Characteristics of women who obtained legal abortions — United States, selected years, 1972–1996

Characteristic 1972 1973 1976 1980 1985 1990 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996

Reported no. of legal
abortions 586,760 615,831 988,267 1,297,606 1,328,570 1,429,577 1,359,145 1,330,414 1,267,415 1,210,883 1,221,585

Residence
In-state 56.2 74.8 90.0 92.6 92.4 91.8 92.0 91.4 91.5 91.7 91.9
Out-of-state 43.8 25.2 10.0  7.4  7.6  8.2  8.0  8.6  8.5  8.3  8.1

Age (yrs)
  ≤19 32.6 32.7 32.1 29.2 26.3 22.4 20.1 20.0 20.2 20.1 20.3
20–24 32.5 32.0 33.3 35.5 34.7 33.2 34.5 34.4 33.5 32.5 31.9

  ≥25 34.9 35.3 34.6 35.3 39.0 44.4 45.4 45.6 46.3 47.4 47.9

Race
White 77.0 72.5 66.6 69.9 66.7 64.8 61.5 60.9 60.5 59.5 59.1
Black  23.0

†
 27.5

†
 33.4

†
 30.1

†
29.8 31.8 33.9 34.9 34.7 35.0 35.2

Other
§

— — — —  3.5  3.4  4.6  4.2  4.8  5.5  5.7

Hispanic origin
Hispanic — — — — —  9.8 15.2 14.7 14.5 15.4 16.1
Non-Hispanic — — — — — 90.2 84.8 85.3 85.5 84.6 83.9

Marital Status
Married 29.7 27.4 24.6 23.1 19.3 21.7 20.8 20.4 19.9 19.7 19.6
Unmarried 70.3 72.6 75.4 76.9 80.7 78.3 79.2 79.6 80.1 80.3 80.4

No. of live births
¶

0 49.4 48.6 47.7 58.4 56.3 49.2 45.9 46.3 46.2 45.2 44.2
1 18.2 18.8 20.7 19.4 21.6 24.4 25.9 26.0 25.9 26.5 26.8
2 13.3 14.2 15.4 13.7 14.5 16.9 18.0 17.8 17.8 18.0 18.4
3  8.7  8.7  8.3  5.3  5.1  6.1  6.7  6.6  6.7  6.8  7.0
≥4 10.4  9.7  7.9  3.2  2.5  3.4  3.5  3.3  3.4  3.5  3.6

Type of procedure
Curettage 88.6 88.4 92.8 95.5 97.5 98.8 98.9 99.0 99.1 98.9 98.8
 Suction curettage 65.2 74.9 82.6 89.8 94.6 96.0 97.0 96.4 96.5 96.6 96.5
 Sharp curettage 23.4 13.5 10.2  5.7  2.9  2.8  1.9  2.6  2.6  2.3  2.3
Intrauterine instillation 10.4 10.4  6.0  3.1  1.7  0.8  0.7  0.6  0.5  0.5  0.4
Other**  1.0  1.2  1.2  1.4  0.8  0.4  0.4  0.4  0.4  0.6  0.8

Weeks of gestation
  ≤ 8 34.0 36.1 47.0 51.7 50.3 51.6 52.1 52.3 53.7 54.0 54.6

   ≤6 — — — — — —   14.3
††

  14.7
§§

  15.7
¶¶

  15.7
¶¶

   16.4***
    7 — — — — — —   15.6

††
  16.2

§§
  16.5

¶¶
  17.1

¶¶
   17.4***

    8 — — — — — —   22.2
††

  21.6
§§

  21.6
¶¶

  21.2
¶¶

   20.9***
 9–10 30.7 29.4 28.1 26.2 26.6 25.3 24.2 24.4 23.5 23.1 22.6
11–12 17.5 17.9 14.4 12.2 12.5 11.7 12.0 11.6 10.9 10.9 11.0
13–15  8.4  6.9  4.5  5.1  5.9  6.4  6.0  6.3  6.3  6.3  6.0
16–20  8.2  8.0  5.1  3.9  3.9  4.0  4.2  4.1  4.3  4.3  4.3
  ≥21  1.2  1.7  0.9  0.9  0.8  1.0  1.5  1.3  1.3  1.4  1.5

Percent distribution*

  * Based on known values in data from all areas reporting a given characteristic with no more than 15% unknowns. The number of areas reporting a
given characteristic varied. For 1996, the number of areas included for residence was 45; age, 45; race, 35; ethnicity, 23; marital status, 34; the number
of live births, 39; type of procedure, 41; and weeks of gestation, 40.

†
Reported as black and other races.

§
Includes all other races.

¶
For 1972–1976, data indicate number of living children.

 ** Includes hysterotomy and hysterectomy, medical (nonsurgical) procedures, and procedures reported as “other.”
††

Data are for 36 of 39 areas reporting weeks of gestation.
§§

Data are for 38 of 41 areas reporting weeks of gestation.
¶¶

Data are for 38 of 40 areas reporting weeks of gestation.
*** Data are for 37 of 40 areas reporting weeks of gestation.
  — Not available.


